
Three Rivers  Community Foundation 

“You must be the change you 

wish to see in the world.” 
-- Mohandas Gandhi 
 

At Three Rivers Community 
Foundation, we see the world 
changing every day through 
the work of our grantees.  The 
individuals who make up our 
grantees have dedicated their 
lives to progressive social 
change.  But social change in 
the Pittsburgh region certainly 
didn’t start with TRCF’s 
founding in 1989. 
 

In commemoration of Pitts-
burgh’s 250th birthday, I was 
charged by TRCF to research 
the history of Pittsburgh.  Not 
the history that everyone else 
would be recalling during this 
year-long celebration, but the 
history beyond the dead, 
White, European males who 
founded the city.  We knew 
that Rachel Carson was born 
in the area, along with 
Gertrude Stein, August Wil-
son, and Andy Warhol, and 
that the Whiskey Rebellion 
and Homestead Steel Strike 
occurred here, but what else 
was there?  As it turns out, 
more than we ever thought! 
 

History is not always pleasant 
to recall.  While we have our 
share of enlightened mo-
ments, we also have dark mo-
ments, like the use of force or 
even murder to quell labor 
movements, environmental 

disasters, and  nooses show-
ing up in workplaces as re-
cently as  2007.  It is vital to 
recall those dark times, how-
ever, lest we repeat them. 
 

I’ve often heard people say 
that Pittsburgh is afraid of 
change.  The people and 
events in these pages beg to 
differ.  Pittsburgh and the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania 
region can be proud of our 
contributions to progressive 
movements throughout this 
country’s history. 
 

Each one of us has the power 
to be the change we wish to 
see in the world.  The Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
said, “Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere.”  
All our movements are con-
nected – be it racial justice, 
disability rights, women and 
children’s rights, economic 

justice, gay rights, environ-
mental justice, or animal 
rights – and we must work 
together to bring about lasting 
change.  By doing this, I am 
sure that we will someday see 
true equality for all.  Three 
Rivers Community Founda-
tion is in the unique position 
to unite the social justice 
movements in Pittsburgh by 
maintaining its commitment 
to bringing about Change, not 

charity™.  Instead of just 
putting our money to one is-
sue, we make sure all move-
ments have an equal chance to 
get the support they need. 
 

In the end, we must stand 
together and abide by Gan-
dhi’s mantra: 
 

“First, they ignore you. 
Then, they laugh at you. 
Then, they fight you. 
Then, you win.”  
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TRCF Mission 
 

Three Rivers Community 
Foundation promotes Change, 

not charity, by funding and 
encouraging activism among 
community-based organiza-
tions in underserved areas of 
Southwestern Pennsylvania.  
We support groups challeng-
ing attitudes, policies, or insti-
tutions as they work to pro-
mote social, economic, and 
racial justice. 

By Anne E. Lynch, Manager, Administrative Operations, TRCF 
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1804 SMOKE  
STUDY  

At Issue 

General Presley Neville, then 
Burgess of  Pittsburgh, re-
quested George Stevenson, 
President of  Council, to study 
smoke problems in the city 
and whether it would be pos-
sible to install higher chim-
neys as a smoke-control meas-
ure.  His letter stated that, 
“...not only the comfort, 
health, and in some measure 
the consequence of  the place, 
but the harmony of  the in-
habitants, depends upon 
speedy measures being 
adopted to remedy this nui-
sance.”  Key industries at the 
time included iron, tin, brass, 
glass, and ship building. 

PROGRESSIVE  P ITTSBURGH  -  
AN  IMPRESSIVE  250+ YEARS  

OF  SOCIAL  JUSTICE  

The history of Pittsburgh doesn’t start with the founding of the City on December 1, 
1758.  Native Americans had lived in the region for thousands of years before the 
Europeans came along. 
 

Southwestern PA is home to Meadowcroft Rockshelter - the oldest dated and con-
tinually-used site in the new world.  The earliest inhabitants lived there between 
12,000 and 17,000 BCE (Before the Common Era).  Located near Avella, in Wash-
ington County, the site was discovered in 1955. 

 

1725 - Guyasuta (var. Kiasutha) was born (died 1794).  An im-
portant leader of the Seneca tribe, Guyasuta was a central figure 
in both diplomacy and warfare.  He was involved in defeating the 
Braddock Expedition in 1755, sided with the French in the 
French and Indian War, and was a major player in Pontiac’s Re-
bellion.  He supported the British in the American Revolution, 
but after the war, worked to bring about peace between the tribes 
and the American people. 
 
1741 - William Findley was born in Ireland (died April 4, 1821).  
He emigrated to Pennsylvania in 1763, then moved to Westmore-
land County in 1783, where he was elected to the Council of Cen-
sors.  This Council was to decide if the radical Constitution of 
1776 needed to be revised.  While he sympathized with the Whis-
key Rebellion leaders, he was a voice of reason, advocating peace 
over violence. 

 
1754 - Queen Aliquippa died on December 23 (birth date is estimated to be the early 
1670s to the very early 1700s).  She led a band of Mingo Seneca who had settled be-
tween the three rivers.  She allied herself to the British in the French and Indian War, 
even traveling with her tribe to Fort Necessity to assist George Washington in 1754. 
 
1756 - The Raid on Kittanning occurred.  Colonel John Armstrong and his force of 
300 Pennsylvanians launched an attack on the Delaware tribe’s village of Kittanning, 
hoping to disrupt the tribe’s grip on the White settlers in the area.  The Lenape chief, 
Captain Jacobs, took command of the village and fought Armstrong’s troops from his 
cabin.  He was killed when Armstrong’s troops set fire to his cabin, which was filled 
with gunpowder and ammunition, causing it to explode. 
 
1758 - Pittsburgh founded December 1.  General John Forbes named it after Wil-
liam Pitt, the English prime minister. 
 
1763 - Pontiac’s Rebellion began on March 30.  This was an 
effort by the local tribes to oust the British from the region.  
They launched a siege on Fort Pitt on June 22, 1763, but the 
fort was too strong to be taken by force.  The commander of 
Fort Pitt gave two Delaware negotiators blankets which had 
been exposed to smallpox in an attempt to cause a plague in 
the tribes.  As smallpox was already in the area, the attempt 
failed, but the siege was lifted on August 1, as most of the 
tribesmen left to intercept Colonel Henry Bouquet’s force 
(this resulted in the Battle of Bushy Run).  Bouquet fought 
off the attack and marched on to relieve Fort Pitt. 

Artist’s rendering of 
Chief Pontiac 

Statue of Guyasuta 
in Sharpsburg 

(courtesy of Anne E. Lynch) 

A century later (1905), Pittsburgh still had 
massive air pollution problems due to 

industry. 
(courtesy the Library of Congress) 
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LEWIS  
WOODSON  

1806 - 1878 
 
An African-
American 
educator, 
minister, 
writer, and 
abolitionist, 
Lewis 
Woodson 
joined with 
John B. Va-
shon to establish the African 
Education Society after set-
tling in Pittsburgh.  He was 
part of  a group of  African 
Americans who, in 1837, 
penned The Pittsburgh Promise, 
asserting that Blacks should 
retain voting rights in PA.  
Under the pen name 
“Augustine,” he wrote a series 
of  letters published in The 
Colored American newspaper 
advocating initiatives 
(independent of  the benevo-
lence of  Whites) to create 
churches, newspapers, and 
schools.  He denounced the 
campaign to expatriate to Af-
rica, instead calling on Blacks 
to “colonize” in the United 
States.  Though he never 
changed his position on aboli-
tion, he would not advocate a 
slave uprising. 

1772 - Andrew Montour was murdered.  He was the son of a French/Algonquin 
mother (Elizabeth Catherine Montour) and an Oneida father.  He spoke French, Eng-
lish, Lenape, Shawnee, and the Iroquoian languages, becoming a translator for both 
settlers and the local tribes.  He was a British ally in the French and Indian War, was 
with Washington at the battle at Fort Necessity, and traveled with Edward Braddock.  
The French were so threatened by his influence with the local tribes that they put a 
bounty on his head, resulting in his murder in 1772 by a Seneca. 
 

1775 - Pittsburgh held its own Tea Party.  In August, a group of patriots broke into a 
Pittsburgh store, confronting the owners who were selling tea, “in open contempt and 
defiance of the Resolves of the Continental Congress.”  The tea was confiscated by 
the group and destroyed at the foot of a Liberty pole. 

 

1778 - White Eyes died (born 1730).  He was a 
leader of the Delaware (Lenape) people of the 
Ohio Valley.  He negotiated a treaty with the 
United States in 1778 at Fort Pitt, where he called 
for the establishment of a Delaware Indian state, 
complete with representation in the American Con-
gress, and for the Delawares to have the right to 
guide Americans moving through their territory to 
strike at the British and other tribes.  In November 
1778, he joined an American expedition (led by 
General Lachlan McIntosh) as a guide and negotia-
tor.  Not long after, it was reported that he died of 
smallpox, leading to the collapse of the Delaware 

alliance with the Americans.  Years later, his associate George Morgan revealed that 
White Eyes had been murdered on the expedition, with the death covered up to pre-
vent the immediate abandonment of the Delaware from the Americans. 
 

1780 - The PA Abolition Act passed, the first such legislative action by any state.  
Up until this point, Pennsylvania had been a slave-owning state.  The Act established 
freedom for slaves born after its passage, but those who were born before March 1, 
1780 could still be held in servitude.  As late as 1840, there remained as many as nine 
slaves in western PA. 
 

1794 - The Whiskey Rebellion began.  In the summer, farmers protested against the 
collection of an excise tax on whiskey.  Events escalated into threats and violence 
against the tax collectors, resulting in the first time that the federal government used 
military force to exert authority over the nation’s own citizens.  The rebellion set the 
precedent that if citizens wanted to change the laws, they had to do so peacefully, or 
else the government would meet any threats with force. 
 

1804 - The first Smoke Study was done in Pittsburgh (see sidebar, page 2). 
 

1804 - The first recorded strike occurred in the city, as traveling journeymen shoe-
makers demanded higher wages. 
 

1805 - Jane Holmes was born (died 1885).  She was a philanthropist and humanitar-
ian, who created and funded several social service agencies (including the Western 
PA School for Blind Children).  She gave away her money to groups regardless of 
class, race, ethnicity, or gender in a time where it was highly unusual for a woman to 
be a philanthropist (or anything other than a wife and mother). 
 

1806 - Lewis Woodson born (see sidebar, this page). 
 

1812 - LeMoyne House was built by John Julius LeMoyne in Washington, PA.  John 
was father to Francis Julius LeMoyne, who turned the house into a stop on the Under-
ground Railroad around 1850.  The House remains the only extant stop in the region.  
Other stops were Arthursville (now part of the Hill District) and Avery College on the 
Northside (one of the few vocational schools to accept both Blacks and Whites). 

Lewis Woodson 
(courtesy of Wikipedia) 

White Eyes (bottom row, second 
from right) 

(courtesy the Library of Congress) 
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1812 - Martin Delany was born May 6 (died January 24, 1885).  He 
was a Black abolitionist who moved to Pittsburgh from Charles 
Town, WV, in 1831.  He began publishing The Mystery, a Black-
controlled newspaper, in 1843.  In an 1847 meeting with Frederick 
Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison, they formed the newspaper 
that became the North Star.  In 1852 he published The Condition, 

Elevation, Emigration, and Destiny of the Colored People of the 

United States, Politically Considered, where he argued that there was 
no future for Blacks in the US and that they should leave and found a 
new nation elsewhere.  In 1862 he wrote Blake: Or the Huts of Amer-
ica, a novel about an insurrectionist’s secret travels through the slave community, 
which was the first novel by a Black man to be published in the US.  He recruited 
Black men to join the Union Army after President Lincoln’s military draft in 1863, 
and was commissioned as the first Black line field officer in the US Army.  
 
1815 - Jane Grey Swisshelm was born (see sidebar, this page). 
 
1815 - The Pittsburgh Cordwainers Trial occurred.  The result of the trial held that 
trade unions were criminal conspiracies, designed to accomplish an illegal goal, 
namely that of raising the wages of their members. 
 
1827 - The Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church was constructed at Water 
and Smithfield Street.  This was the first Black church west of the Alleghenies. 
 
1828 - William H. Sylvis was born (died 1869) in Indiana County.  He was a labor 
pioneer who fought for unity among working men and women, regardless of race or 
ethnicity.  After the Civil War, he tried to form the first national labor organization. 
 
1836 - The Pittsburgh Central Labor Union was born when 14 trade unions united. 
 
1837 - The first public school for Blacks was opened on November 1. 
 
1845 - Dr. Robert Mitchell, an abolitionist, hid five fugitive slaves on his property in 
Clymer, Indiana County.  He was tried and convicted under the Fugitive Slave Act of 
1793, and suffered heavy financial losses as a result.  This led to the more restrictive 
Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. 
 
1845 - Anthony Hollingsworth, a 12-year-old slave, was captured by slave hunters 
on June 26 in Indiana Township.  Armed residents of the town surrounded the hotel 
where he had been taken and demanded his release.  Judge Thomas White defied fed-
eral law and freed him. 
 
1847 - Mercy Hospital was founded by the Sisters of Mercy.  It was the first hospital 
in Pittsburgh, and the first Mercy Hospital worldwide.  Mercy Hospitals are commit-
ted to serving all patients, especially the community’s poor. 
 
1848 - Women employees at Allegheny Cotton Mill and five other factories launched 
the Cotton Mill Strikes, where they demanded a 12-hour day.  They drove scabs 
away by taking axes to the factories’ entrances.  As a result of these strikes, the 10-
hour day became standard, and restrictions were placed on child labor. 
 
1849 - Avery College was founded on the Northside.  Charles Avery (1784-1858), a 
Methodist lay preacher, philanthropist, and abolitionist, wanted the college to provide 
a classical education for Blacks.  Avery College also was a suspected site of an Un-
derground Railroad stop. 
 
1852 - The National Free Soil Convention, one of the first mass abolitionist meet-
ings in the country, was held in Pittsburgh in September. 
 
1855 - The first county Republican convention adopted an abolition resolution. 

JANE  GREY  
SWISSHELM  

1815 - 1884 
 
Jane Grey 
Swisshelm 
was a jour-
nalist, femi-
nist, and 
abolitionist.  
She started 
publishing 
The Saturday 
Visiter, a weekly abolitionist 
journal, in 1847.  She ran for 
mayor of  Pittsburgh in 1851, 
despite the fact that it would 
be more than 60 years before 
women would win the right to 
vote.  She was the first woman 
to be granted the privilege to 
sit in the US Senate press gal-
lery.   
 
Swisshelm moved to St. 
Cloud, MN, started the St. 
Cloud Visiter, and immediately 
got in trouble with her attacks 
on Gen. Sylvanus Lowry, a 
resident who owned slaves in 
the free territory.  Lowry and 
his followers broke her print-
ing press, throwing the pieces 
into the Mississippi River.  
When the Civil War broke 
out, she sold the St. Cloud Vis-
iter to become a nurse in the 
Union Army, and then re-
turned to the Pittsburgh area 
after the war ended. 

Jane Grey Swisshelm 

Martin Delany 
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1856 - The Republican Party was born at an orga-
nizing convention in Lafayette Hall (Wood Street be-
tween Third and Fourth Avenues) in February.  Prior 
to this event, people who identified themselves as 
“Republicans” would meet in small groups around the 
country.  Apart from a common disillusionment with 
the Whig and Democratic parties, they were united 
more by the name than by a common ideology.  The 
convention came about to bring them together with 
other third parties to blame the federal government for 
destroying the Union, and demanding the repeal of 
laws that allowed slavery to extend into the West. 
 

1857 - Enoch Rauh was born (died 1919).  He campaigned for an 8-hour work day 
and for further restrictions on child labor. 
 

1857 - Ida M. Tarbell was born on November 5 (died January 6, 1944) in Erie 
County, later moving to Venango County.  She was the only woman in the class of 
1880 at Allegheny College, majoring in biology.  She was a teacher, author, and muck-
raking journalist, best known for her 1904 book, The History of the Standard Oil Com-
pany, a scathing exposé on the organization, and contributing to antitrust actions. 
 

1858 - “Newton,” a fugitive slave, was hiding in Blairsville, Indiana County.  Robert 
Stump, a slave catcher, and his assistant were beaten by the crowd hiding Newton.  
Lewis Johnson, a Black abolitionist, housed Newton in his home, a stop on the Under-
ground Railroad.  Blairsville was a common stop for slaves en route to Canada. 
 

1860 - The City of Pittsburgh refused orders from the Secretary of War to transfer 
guns from the Allegheny Arsenal in Lawrenceville to the South. 

 

1862 - The Allegheny Arsenal exploded on September 17.  
The most common theory for the cause of the explosion is 
a metal horseshoe from a delivery carriage caused a spark 
that, in turn, ignited loose powder.  The disaster killed 78 
people, mostly women and girls who could not escape the 
building through the windows because of their hoop skirts. 
 

1864 - Nellie Bly was born (see sidebar, this page).   
 

1865 - Bertha Floersheim Rauh was born (died 1952).  
She established the Juvenile Court Association, the Family 
Welfare Association, and the League of Women Voters.  
From the 1920s to the 1940s, she campaigned for clean air 

laws.  She was the first woman to hold a cabinet post in a major PA city - head of the 
Department of Charities - in 1922. 
 

1865 - The first Trade-Union Agreement was struck, between the Sons of Vulcan 
and the iron industry following an 8-month strike.  Amongst the major provisions was  
a sliding wage scale on economic conditions in the industry. 
 

1866 - Writer James Parton described Pittsburgh as, “Hell with the lid taken off,” in 
reference to the smoke and fire created by the industries of the city.  He expressed, 
“compassion for the people who are compelled to live in such an atmosphere.” 
 

1874 - Gertrude Stein, writer, was born in Allegheny City (died 1946).  Moving to 
Paris in 1903, she, her brother, and her partner Alice B. Toklas hosted salons for intel-
lectual and artistic elites, including Picasso, Matisse, and Apollonaire.  When the Nazis 
took Paris, she and Toklas fled to the countryside, where they hid other Jews.  She 
declared, “War is never fatal but always lost.  Always lost.”  Also, “It is funny that 
men who are supposed to be scientific cannot get themselves to realize the basic prin-
ciples of physics, that action and reaction are equal and opposite, that when you perse-
cute people you always rouse them to be strong and stronger.” 

Lafayette Hall, the birthplace of 
the Republican Party. 

(courtesy the Library of Congress) 

1864 - 1922 
 
Elizabeth Jane 
Cochran, who 
went on to 
use the pen 
name “Nellie 
Bly,” was born 
in Armstrong 
County in 
1864.  In No-
vember 1885, 
she began her 
newspaper career by investi-
gating factories and public in-
stitutions. 
 
Bly’s most famous story came 
out of  her having herself  
committed to an asylum on 
Black’s Island in New York in 
1887.  This institution was for 
poor women and girls deemed 
insane.  Women were treated 
like prisoners - locked in all 
the time, not given sufficient 
blankets or clothes to stay 
warm, and having buckets of  
cold water poured over their 
heads for “baths.”  She stayed 
for 10 days.  She described it 
as, “a human rat-trap.  It is 
easy to get in, but once there 
it is impossible to get out.”  
This early investigative exposé 
resulted in large reforms in 
mental health care. 

Nellie Bly 
(courtesy the Library of 

Congress) 

Memorial to those who 
died in the Arsenal explo-
sion (Allegheny Cemetery) 

(courtesy of Jane Ulrich) 
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1877 - The great Railroad Strike occurred in 
July.  It was a protest against a nationwide re-
duction of wages, in addition to a PA railroad 
cutting the employment of brakemen.  26 people 
were killed, including children, and several were 
wounded in “the Battle of 28th Street,” which 
occurred when strikers, gathered at the 28th 
Street railroad crossing, were fired upon by 
Philadelphia militiamen.  By the time the rioting 
ended, over 50 had been killed. 

 
1877 - The State Supreme Court, sitting in Pitts-
burgh because of the Railroad Strike, heard the case of Hester et al v. the Common-

wealth, concerning the Molly Maguires.  The Mollies were a secretive group of min-
ers in Eastern PA who burned mines and used other, sometimes violent, tactics to 
protest conditions in the coal mines that supplied the railroads.  The case is often con-
sidered a “show trial,” as the court decision was laden with legal problems, including 
favoritism for the railroads, faulty reasoning by the judge, and the conflict of interest 
presented by one of the prosecutors being the President of the Reading Railroad. 
 

1881 - The American Federation of Labor (AFL) was born in Pittsburgh on No-
vember 15 (it changed its name to the AFL from the Federation of Organized Trades 
and Labor Unions in 1886). 
 

1882 - The first Steel Strike at the Pittsburgh Bessemer Steel Company in Homestead 
occurred on March 6.  Millworkers refused to sign “yellow dog” contracts, which 
would prohibit them from joining any labor organization. 
 

1886 - George Westinghouse introduced some paltry employee benefits.  His em-
ployees were allowed to have Saturday as a half-holiday, and salaried employees 
could get vacations with pay. 
 

1891 - The Mammoth Mine Explosion occurred.  This disaster at the Mammoth # 1 
Mine, owned by H. C. Frick Coke Company, in Westmoreland County, killed 109 
coal miners.  State legislation strengthening mine safety inspection programs was 
implemented as a result of this explosion. 
 

1892 - The Homestead Steel Strike occurred (see sidebar, this page). 
 

1894 - “Coxey’s Army” made its appearance in Pittsburgh.  
Led by Jacob Coxey, the “Commonweal of Christ” group of 
200 people stopped on their way from Massillon, Ohio, to 
Washington DC.  The goal of the march was to gain con-
gressional support for $500 million in interest-free bonds, 
proceeds of which would be used to pay unemployed men 
to build roads.  Allegheny County officials tried to make 
life difficult for the marchers by prohibiting visitors and 
from leaving the ballfield where they were camped, but the 
citizens of the town attended the rally and cheered the army, 
one company even providing them with 500 pairs of shoes.  
 

1896 - The Ladies Health Protection Association formed to advocate for clean air 
laws.  Though they couldn’t vote or attend meetings, and had to have men speak for 
them, they convinced City Council to pass its first general smoke ordinance (though 
most industrial sites were exempted).  They also sued pollution-causing industries. 
 

1896 - Andrew Carnegie employed workers to desecrate the 5,000-year-old McKees 
Rocks Native American Burial Mound, one of the oldest human settlements in 
North America.  They remove 31 skeletons and hundreds of artifacts, which are 
stored to this day in boxes in the Carnegie Museum.  The museum is willing to con-
sider returning the remains to direct descendants, if any can be found. 

HOMESTEAD  
STEEL  STRIKE  

On June 30, 1892, H. C. Frick 
discharged his entire labor 
force (3,800 people) from the 
Homestead plant after they 
threatened to strike for higher 
wages.  The company hired 
the Pinkerton National Detec-
tive Agency to enforce strike-
breaking measures  On July 6, 
the 300 Pinkertons and the 
striking millworkers fought a 
pitched battle in which 16 
men were killed and several 
more wounded.  By 5 PM, the 
Pinkertons surrendered to the 
crowd of  over 5,000 workers 
and their allies.  On July 12, 
National Guard troops were 
ordered in by the governor, 
Robert Pattison, to end the 
violence. 
 
The strike leaders were 
charged with conspiracy, riot, 
and murder (though few were 
prosecuted).  Eventually, as 
support waned, the strikers 
voted to go back to work on 
November 20. 

The first troops (18th Regiment) ar-
rive in Homestead 

(courtesy the Library of Congress) 

Coxey’s Army 
(courtesy the Library of Congress) 

A funeral amidst the ruins from the 
Railroad Strike of 1877. 
(courtesy the Library of Congress) 
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1896 - Homer S. Brown, patriarch of the Brown family, was born (died 1977).  He 
was a judge, attorney, and civil rights activist, who was the founder and first president 
of the Pittsburgh chapter of the NAACP.  He was the first African American to hold 
the position of Allegheny County Judge.  He was instrumental in passing the 
“Pittsburgh Package,” a group of several bills creating the Housing Authority and the 
Pittsburgh Renaissance, and is considered the father of the Pennsylvania State Fair 
Employment Practices Act.  His wife, Wilhelmina Byrd Brown (married in 1927), 
was a civil rights activist in her own right, and dedicated over 50 years of her life to 
civil service.  In 1988, East Liberty dedicated a park to her memory.  Their son, Byrd 
Rowlett Brown (1930-2001), followed in their activist footsteps, becoming an attor-
ney and frequently providing his (very successful) services free of charge for those 
too poor to pay him.  He organized rallies at Forbes Field for the appearance of Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.  He also produced the Pittsburgh Plan, which was considered a 
national model for training blacks in construction jobs. 
 

1902 - A. Leo Weil founded the Voters Civic League, which gathered evidence 
against corrupt councilmen.  This led to legislation reforming the city’s government. 
 

1907 - The Woman’s Club of Pittsburgh was founded, sponsored by the State Con-
vention for Equal Rights for Women.  The city’s oldest club, their first meeting was 
held at the First Baptist Church on Fourth Avenue.  They undertook several civic, 
educational, and cultural projects. 
 

1907 - Rachel Carson, the environmental justice pioneer, was born 
on May 27 in Springdale (died April 14, 1964).  She graduated 
from what is now Chatham University, and is widely recognized as 
the mother of the modern environmental movement.  She published 
Silent Spring in 1962, which detailed the ecological ramifications 
of post-World War II chemical pesticides, especially on bird popu-
lations.  Both the general population and the government re-
sponded, and the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency 
and Earth Day can be credited to Carson’s efforts and writings. 
 

1907 - The Pittsburgh Courier was founded (see sidebar, this page). 
 

1907 - The Pittsburgh Survey was begun by Crystal Eastman and 70 investigators.  
This was one of the earliest and most thorough descriptions of urban conditions in the 
country, with the hope that the results would alert the public about social and environ-
mental ills occurring in industrial regions of the country.  The report, Work Accidents 

and the Law, published in 1910, resulted in the first workers’ compensation law. 
 

1908 - Charles “Teenie” Harris was born (died 1998).  He was a photographer for 
the Pittsburgh Courier, and documented life - both the ups and downs - in the Hill 
District from the Depression to the 1970s.  His photographic legacy, numbering in the 
tens of thousands, makes up the largest and most complete documentation of a minor-
ity community anywhere in the US. 
 

1908 - Montefiore Hospital opened in May.  It was formed because most area hospi-
tals did not even admit Jewish people, or offer kosher food, prayer meetings, or other 
special services Jewish patients wanted.  It also provided a place for Jewish doctors to 
practice and train.  It was the first hospital in the region to offer community health 
clinics and home care, in addition to being the first to employ Black doctors. 
 

1908 - Msgr. Charles Owen Rice was born on November 21 (died November 13, 
2005).  He was a priest who was a strong advocate for labor, and formed the Catholic 
Radical Alliance.  He led demonstrations for workers, the women’s movement, civil 
rights, and the anti-war movement. 
 

1909 - Daisy Lampkin moved to Pittsburgh.  An advocate for women’s and civil 
rights, she was a tireless fundraiser for the NAACP and the Urban League, and held 
her first women’s rights tea in 1912.  She also recruited Thurgood Marshall to the 
NAACP’s legal team. 

THE  NEW  
P ITTSBURGH  
COURIER  
AND  FRANK  
BOLDEN  

1907 - present 
 
Founded by Edwin Harleston, 
the Courier is one of  the oldest 
Black newspapers in the 
country, and a strong national 
voice for civil rights and eco-
nomic empowerment.  In 
print since 1910, the Courier 
has led campaigns for ending 
discrimination in sports and 
the military, and promoted 
hiring Black teachers and doc-
tors. 
 
Among its distinguished jour-
nalists was Frank E. Bolden 
(1912 - 2003), one of  the first 
two accredited African Ameri-
can correspondents in World 
War II.  Born in Washington, 
PA, he went with the troops 
in Burma to write stories 
about the Black engineering 
troops.  His c overage helped 
prove that Black troops 
wouldn’t flee in the face of  
danger.  Through the press, 
he led campaigns against Jim 
Crow laws, lynchings, and 
housing and loan discrimina-
tion. 

Rachel Carson 
(circa 1940) 
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K. LEROY  
IRVIS  

1909 - The Pressed Steel Car Company Strike occurred in McKees Rocks, starting 
on July 15.  Rioting workers clashed with guards in a severe enough fight that the 
State Constabulary was called out.  Buckshot was used to drive back the workers, and 
state police were ordered to “strike to kill” if attacked by the strikers.  On August 23, 
two more battles occurred, leaving 5 dead. 
 
1910-1911 - The Westmoreland County Coal Strike occurred when workers in the 
Irwin Gas Coal Basin fought for improved wages, better working conditions, and the 
right to unionize.  Several wives of the workers were imprisoned for harassing strike-
breakers, and since no one could take care of their children, the kids were imprisoned 
as well.  Mary Harris “Mother” Jones travelled to see them, encouraging them to sing 
all night, every night they were in jail.  The jail was next door to the sheriff’s home, 
several hotels, and other homes, and the singing kept the residents awake.  After five 
days, townspeople demanded the judge free the women, which he did. 
 
1912 - Frank E. Bolden was born in Washington, PA (see sidebar, page 7). 
 
1913 - Genevieve Blatt was born (died 1996).  In 1952, she was the first woman 
elected to a statewide office, that of Auditor General.  In 1975, as a judge, she ruled 
that high school sports teams could not discriminate on the basis of sex.  As Solicitor 
of Pittsburgh, she wrote the first smokestack ordinance. 
 
1915 - Jennie Bradley Roessing, the president of the Pittsburgh Woman Suffrage 
Association and chairwoman of the Allegheny County Equal Rights Association, 
drove a “Liberty Truck” to all 67 counties in PA to speak about women’s rights.  The 
Liberty Truck had a full-sized replica of the Liberty Bell on top to draw attention. 
 
1915 - A pamphlet entitled “From Man to Man” was put out by the Pittsburgh 
Men’s League for Woman Suffrage, making the argument to men that they could not 
properly represent women in government, so women should represent themselves. 
 
1916 - Martial law is declared in Braddock due to riots at Edgar Thompson Works. 
 
1919 - Madalyn Murray O’Hair was born (as Madalyn Mays) in Beechview on 
April 13 (died September 29, 1995).  She was the founder of American Atheists.  Her 
claim to fame is the lawsuit Murray v. Curlett, which led to the Supreme Court ruling 
that banned prayer in public schools. 
 
1919 - “Mother” Jones, the labor leader, was arrested and jailed after speaking to 
striking steelworkers in Homestead.  A judge asked her who gave her permission to 
speak publicly.  She responded, “Patrick Henry.  Thomas Jefferson.  John Adams!” 
 
1919 - Fannie Sellins, an organizer for United Mine Workers, was shot to death with 
Joseph Starzelski in Brackenridge on August 26, the eve of a nationwide steel strike. 
 
1919 - K. Leroy Irvis was born (see sidebar, this page). 
 
1920 - The first women showed up to vote in Allegheny County on November 2. 
 
1922 - On January 9, Minnie Penfield became the first woman to 
sit on a jury in Allegheny County. 
 
1928 - Andy Warhol was born on August 6 (died February 22, 
1987) in Pittsburgh.  The famous artist was the central figure of the 
pop art movement, infusing his art, films, and authored works with 
dramatic interpretations of mass culture items.  The first drawings 
he submitted to a gallery were rejected because they were too 
openly homoerotic.  The Andy Warhol Museum, located on the 
city’s Northshore, opened in 1994, and is the largest museum in the 
world dedicated to the works of a single artist. 

Andy Warhol at 
reception in 1977 

December 27, 1919 - March 
16, 2006 

 
Irvis was the first African 
American to serve as Speaker 
of  the House in any state leg-
islature in the United States.  
He assumed the position in 
1977, holding it until 1988.  
Early in his political career, 
Irvis became the first Black 
assistant district attorney of  
Allegheny County.  Elected to 
the PA House of  Representa-
tives in 1958, he sponsored 
over 1,600 bills during his ca-
reer, many dealing with civil 
rights, fair housing, education, 
public health, consumer pro-
tection, and prison reform.  
He was reelected to his seat 
for 15 consecutive terms.  He 
assisted in the creation of  the 
PA Human Relations Com-
mission, the PA Higher Edu-
cation Assistance Agency, and 
Equal Opportunity Program, 
the state’s community college 
system, the Minority Business 
Development Authority, and 
the PA Council on the Arts. 
 
In 1947, while secretary for 
the Urban League of  Pitts-
burgh, Irvis organized the 
first demonstration in the US 
against downtown department 
stores for their discriminatory 
hiring practices. 
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1929 - On January 11, City Council authorized the pumping station at Brilliant to 
install smoke prevention equipment. 
 

1929 - The 5-day work week was adopted by Pittsburgh’s building trades on June 28. 
 

1929 - The citizens of Allegheny County demanded the use of voting machines on 
November 5.  186 machines were first used for the primary election held on Septem-
ber 15, 1931. 
 

1930 - The Taxi Wars broke out on January 12 when Pittsburgh taxi drivers declared 
a strike against pay cuts at the Green and Yellow Cab companies.  Violence ensued, 
leading to police having to use tear-gas bombs to disperse a crowd that burned two 
cabs on Centre Avenue on February 14. 
 

1930 - On August 27, Sara Soffel was sworn in as Judge of (Allegheny) County 
Court, becoming the first woman jurist in Pennsylvania. 
 

1931 - The Buhl Foundation decided to construct a 45-acre housing development on 
Mount Washington, making it the first low-rent community housing project in the 
nation.  Named Chatham Village, only 129 of the projected 197 units were built. 

 

1932 - Father James R. Cox led a “Jobless Army” of over 
15,000 men from St. Patrick’s Church at 17th Street and Lib-
erty Avenue to the Capitol Building in Washington, DC, start-
ing on January 5.  After their plea to Congress and President 
Herbert Hoover for jobs and financial relief, and warning that, 
“something must be done to avert violence,” they returned and 
held a rally at Pitt Stadium, attended by 55,000.  Cox was 
deemed the “Shepherd of the Unemployed,” and announced 
himself as candidate for the President of the United States for 
the newly formed Jobless Party. 
 

1932 - Students at the University of Pittsburgh led a demon-
stration against General Douglas MacArthur, who was deliv-

ering the commencement address. 
 

1933 - Raymond Kemp became the first African American to become a professional 
football player when he was selected by the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
 

1934 - Helen Richey, from McKeesport, became the first woman to pilot a commer-
cial airliner.  She resigned within a year due to overwhelming sexism, but went on to 
become the first female licensed as an instructor by the Civil Aeronautics Authority. 
 

1936 - The Pittsburgh delegation of the Pennsylvania Credit Union League took 
over the struggling League (formed in 1933) and recharged it. 
 

1937 - The first wage contract was signed, between five United States Steel subsidi-
aries and the Steel Workers Organizing Committee in March.  Among its provisions 
were a $5-a-day minimum wage, a 40-hour work week, paid vacations, seniority 
rights, and a procedure for grievances. 
 

1937 - The US Supreme Court presided over the case of National Labor Review 

Board v. Jones & Laughlin Steel.  The ruling was that J&L Steel had acted improp-
erly when it fired unionized workers at its Aliquippa plant.  This decision established 
workers’ rights to organize and to have collective bargaining.  The fired workers were 
also restored to their jobs. 
 

1937 - Ray Sprigle produced an exposé on Judge Black (see sidebar, this page). 
 

1937 - Over 100 blind workers held a strike at their factory (see sidebar, page 10). 

RAY  SPRIGLE  

1886 - 1957 
 
This Pittsburgh Post-Gazette re-
porter discovered that US Su-
preme Court Justice Hugo L. 
Black was a member of  the 
Ku Klux Klan.  The series of  
reports, printed in the P-G 
starting in September 1937, 
led to calls for Black’s even-
tual admission of  his past 
KKK membership, and his 
resignation as a Justice.  For 
the series, Sprigle was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 
1938. 
 
Not one to rest on his laurels, 
in 1948 Sprigle posed as a 
Black man to experience what 
life was like for the 10 million 
African Americans living in 
the South under a system of  
legal segregation.  This be-
came a 21-part series in the 
Post-Gazette, entitled, “I was a 
Negro in the South for 30 
Days.” 

Hugo L. Black 
(courtesy the Library of Congress) 

St. Patrick’s Church 
(courtesy of Anne E. Lynch) 
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In 1937, 107 blind employees 
organized a sit-down strike in 
a Pittsburgh broom-making 
workshop.  In “sheltered” 
workshops, sighted workers 
were generally not employed; 
the jobs and tasks given were 
simple and repetitive, and 
done on frequently old and 
broken machinery, while the 
managers and supervisors 
were almost always sighted 
and earned far more than the 
workers.  According to news-
papers at the time, among the 
workers’ demands were, 
“increased wages, five weeks’ 
paid sick leave, two weeks’ 
paid vacation, paid holidays, a 
35-hour week, … more 
healthful working conditions, 
… and a promise that there 
would be no discrimination 
against the strikers.”  (New York 
Times, “107 Blind Workers Sit 
Down at Pittsburgh; Demand Pay 
Rise in Non-Profit Broom Shop,” 

March 2, 1937) 

BLIND  
WORKERS  
STRIKE  

1937 - The Penn-Craft Community was started by the American Friends Service 
Committee.  It was an experimental community in Fayette County for unemployed 
coal miners.  Families were expected to work together to build their own houses, a 
factory, and a cooperative store.  It became a model for self-help communities 
throughout the country, and ended in 1943. 
 
1938 - Smog was deemed a major cause of the city’s high rate of death from pneumo-
nia, in a survey conducted by Pittsburgh’s Bureau of Smoke Regulation. 
 
1938 - The Congress of Industrial Organizations held its first convention in Pitts-
burgh on November 14.  34 international unions were represented.  Later, it merged 
with the American Federation of Labor to form the AFL-CIO. 
 
1938 - Tom Regan was born (see sidebar, page 11). 
 

1939 - As Britain declared war on Germany, thousands of persons of all faiths gath-
ered at the Allegheny County fair to hold a peace demonstration. 
 

1940 - The Rev. Wade Blank was born on December 4 (died February 15, 1993) in 
Pittsburgh.  A leader in the disability rights movement, he attended an all-White high 
school, then, on a dare from a Black college roommate, he followed the Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., on the way to Selma, Alabama.  From this, the civil rights 
movement, and the anti-war movement, and after working in a nursing home and wit-
nessing the horrible conditions there, he founded ADAPT (American Disabled for 
Accessible Public Transit) in 1978.  This was the first direct action grassroots move-
ment of disability rights activists. 
 

1941 - Mary Cardwell Dawson founded the National Negro Opera Company in 
Homewood as the first all African American opera company in the United States. 
 

1941 - Dr. I. Hope Alexander, city health director, em-
barked on a smoke-abatement campaign, hoping to do 
away with the smoke that blotted out the sun during the 
day.  In February, the Allegheny County Medical Society 
joined in, and by February 13, the city had been flooded 
with citizen complaints.  Eight Council members visited 
St. Louis, Missouri, later that month to examine their 
smoke-control procedures.  In March, at the first public 
hearing on the issue, Dr. Joseph H. Barach of Presbyte-
rian Hospital testified to smog’s adverse affect on health, 
noting that it increased the number of colds, pneumonia, 
and other illnesses in the city.  While a stringent smoke 
control ordinance was passed in October, implementation 
was delayed due to the war.  Dr. Alexander died on No-
vember 9, 1958. 
 

1942 - Anne X. Alpern became the first woman to be appointed City Solicitor, mak-
ing her the first woman to become the chief legal officer of any American city.  She 
maintained a strong political presence for her lifetime, and was also the first woman 
in Pennsylvania’s history to be appointed to its Supreme Court (1961). 
 

1944 - A Trash Strike began in January, when 290 city garbage collectors launched 
their eighth strike in three years, demanding higher wages.  Private haulers were 
called in to maintain collection, but had to be protected by city police after their 
trucks were attacked by the strikers.  By the end of January, City Council had voted to 
put garbage collection into private hands, and by February 2, city collectors went 
back to work. 
 

1945 - August Wilson, playwright, was born (died 2005).  He was the co-founder of 
Pittsburgh’s Black Horizon Theater.  He penned ten plays about the Hill District, each 
focusing on one decade during the 1900s. 

View of the City at midday 
in 1945. 

(courtesy the Library of Congress) 

“Sheltered” broom shop for the blind. 
(courtesy the Library of Congress) 



At Issue  Page 11  

TOM  REGAN  

1938 - present 
 
Born in Pittsburgh, 
the philosophical 
leader of  the ani-
mal rights move-
ment is the author 
of  The Case for Animal 
Rights (1983) and Defending 
Animal Rights (2001), among 
other works. 
 

Regan argues that non-human 
animals are “subjects-of-a-
life,” just as humans are; 
meaning that what happens to 
a subject-of-a-life matters to 
that being, regardless of  
whether it matters to anyone 
else; and that, if  we want to 
ascribe value to all human be-
ings, we must similarly ascribe 
it to non-humans.  Regan cur-
rently runs the Culture and 
Animals Foundation and is 
professor emeritus of  phi-
losophy at North Carolina 
State University. 
 

In his book, Empty Cages: 
Facing the Challenge of  Ani-
mal Rights (2004), Regan 
writes, “Being kind to animals 
is not enough.  Avoiding cru-
elty is not enough.  Housing 
animals in more comfortable, 
larger cages is not enough.  
Whether we exploit animals 
to eat, to wear, to entertain us, 
or to learn, the truth of  ani-
mal rights requires empty 
cages, not larger cages.” 

Tom Regan 

1946 - The first picket line was held at the Irwin works and National Tube Plant.  It 
was part of the nation’s largest walk-out, when 800,000 CIO United Steel Workers 
(227,000 in Pittsburgh) left their jobs, effectively closing down the steel industry. 
 
1946 - Calls for smoke-control regulation were revived, but personal home provi-
sions were again delayed for a year owing to an agreement between the Allegheny 
Conference on Community Development and the Western PA Conference on Air 
Pollution (which represented coal producers).  The law became effective on industry, 
railroads, and commercial establishments on October 1.  In mid-November, Alle-
gheny County officials requested that the law cover all railroads, which eventually 
passed on April 30, 1947 by the State Senate. 
 

1946 - In September, workers at the Duquesne Light Company voted to strike to 
break the deadlock over their wage dispute.  When the 3,800 workers didn’t show up 
for work, the city’s power supply had to be cut to 45%.  The president of the union, 
George Mueller, was imprisoned for inspiring the strike, despite a restraining order, 
leading to protests of his arrest by other Pittsburgh labor leaders and over 8,000 sym-
pathetic union workers.  Mueller pled for the DLC strikers to return to work, but the 
union refused to even consider any offer from the company until the court lifted its 
antistrike injunction.  During this, stores had to close, and trolley service was reduced 
to 50%.  Trolley service stopped entirely due to a sympathy strike in late September.  
The strike formally ended on October 21. 
 

1947 - K. Leroy Irvis (see page 8) led his protests at downtown department stores. 
 

1947 - Pittsburgh was facing a critical housing shortage, which resulted in a three-
person congressional investigating committee coming to town.  Senator Joseph 
McCarthy of Wisconsin, the committee chairman, threatened to expel Anne X. Al-
pern, then City Solicitor, from the hearing.  She had refused to stop pointing out how 
the Senator had repeatedly failed to support public housing measures. 
 

1947 - Randal G. Forrester was born on December 13 (see sidebar, page 12). 
 

1948 - The Donora Smog occurred.  In late October, a dense fog, which turned into a 
thick, acrid smog, covered the valley where Donora is located in Washington County.  
About 20 people died, and thousands fell ill due to this environmental disaster caused 
by the Donora Zinc Works, and it resulted in major federal clean air laws. 
 

1950 - Allegheny County’s smoke-control laws became partially effective as of 
May 31.  The County’s laws covered 131 municipalities. 
 

1951 - United Cerebral Palsy of Pittsburgh was founded, only two years after the 
national UCP was.  UCP has remained at the forefront of assisting and advocating for 
people with disabilities. 
 

1951 - William “Mugsy” Moore joined the Pittsburgh police force, eventually be-
coming the first Black chief of police. 
 

1951 - The Rev. Dr. LeRoy Patrick, a civil rights activist, led a successful move-
ment to integrate the city’s pools.  He also petitioned to change the way slavery was 
portrayed in school textbooks.  He fought to have Black teachers hired for non-Black 
schools.  In a protest against unfair hiring practices in the steel industry, he refused to 
move from his place, despite being nearly run down by a cement truck, and urinated 
on by the workers above.  He died on January 12, 2006. 
 

1952 - Mayor David L. Lawrence signed into law the city’s first fair hiring practices 
code.  This code prohibited discrimination in employment against all minority groups.  
Pittsburgh was the 23rd city in the nation to adopt such laws. 
 

1954 - WQED went on the air.  It was the world’s first community-sponsored, educa-
tional, noncommercial TV station. 
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1954 - Roberto Clemente (born in 1934 in Puerto Rico) was drafted by the Pitts-
burgh Pirates baseball team, playing with them from 1955 to 1972.  He was the first 
Latino player to be admitted to baseball’s Hall of Fame.  He was a humanitarian, and 
died in 1972 when the plane he was in went down.  He had been personally delivering 
supplies to earthquake victims in Nicaragua. 
 

1959 - Now Governor, David L. Lawrence asked the state legislature to pass a law 
that would ban racial discrimination in housing.  On June 1, Pittsburgh became the 
second city in the nation to pass a Fair Housing Practices Ordinance, which banned 
discrimination in renting or purchasing homes. 
 

1959 - Mass transit began in Pittsburgh, when the Port Authority of Allegheny 
County launched on October 23. 
 

1960 - Arthur J. Edmunds became the Executive Director of the Pittsburgh Urban 
League.  While there, he helped establish fair housing groups and built bridges to the 
mostly White social, philanthropic, and political powerhouses of the day. 
 

1960s - Civil rights activist William Harvey Johnson, better known by his chosen 
name of Sanjulo Ber (an African name that means “finest”) helped form Freedom 
Schools in Pittsburgh, which taught Black history and civil rights philosophy.  He 
served as the Western PA president of the Black Radical Congress, and belonged to 
the NAACP and Black Voices for Peace.  He believed that society’s ills stemmed 
from class inequalities rather than race or sex.  Staying active in civil rights causes 
until the end, he died on April 8, 2006. 
 

1962 - Mal Goode, from Homestead, became the nation’s first African American TV 
correspondent. 
 

1967 - A. J. “Rick” Vaccarelli led a statewide campaign (as part of a national move-
ment) to lower the voting age to 18. 
 

1968 - The Community of Reconciliation was formed when three churches, First 
Presbyterian Church, Bellefield Presbyterian Church, and Grace Memorial Presbyte-
rian Church, united to work on rooting out the causes of fear, hatred, ignorance, and 
violence in society.  The two White and one Black congregations wanted to form a 
deliberately interracial worship group. 
 

1968 - Some residents of the Hill District and other neighborhoods took to the streets 
in anger after the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  No one 
was killed, unlike other riots going on across the country, but over $1 million in prop-
erty damage was recorded, and 36 people were injured. 
 

1969 - In August and September, African Americans held “Black Monday Demon-
strations,” where they fought for building trades and construction jobs. 
 

1969 - Michelle Madoff, later a City Councilperson, and a group of concerned citi-
zens formed the Group Against Smog and Pollution, an organization that has contin-
ued to keep the issue of clean air on the radar screen in Pittsburgh.  GASP has created 
lists of “The Dirty Dozen,” legislators who refused to push for stringent pollution 
control laws (or their enforcement), and has been involved in several federal lawsuits 
to improve Southwestern PA’s air quality. 
 

1969 - Dr. JoAnn Evansgardner and the Pittsburgh Chapter of the National Organi-
zation for Women (NOW), formed their own press - KNOW, Inc.  Through this, they 
published the first articles and reprints of the fledgling women’s studies movement.  
In 1994, she led a campaign to eliminate racism in the feminist movement. 
 

1970 - Allison Krause, from Churchill, was one of four students who, during an anti-
Vietnam War protest, was killed by National Guardsmen at the Kent State Massacre. 

RANDAL  G.  
FORRESTER  

1947 - 2008 
 
Randy For-
rester was a 
pioneering 
crusader for 
the rights of  
the GLBT 
community, 
as well as 

women and minorities.  With 
his partner, James Huggins, in 
1972, he co-founded Persad 
Center, an East Liberty-based 
mental health center for sex-
ual minorities and HIV pa-
tients, making it the second-
oldest GLBT counseling cen-
ter in the US.  Forrester also 
founded the Mattachine Soci-
ety in 1969 (the region’s first 
gay and lesbian rights organi-
zation), and the Lambda 
Foundation, helped launch the 
Pitt Men’s Study (a long-
standing AIDS research pro-
ject), and assisted in the crea-
tion of  the Governor’s Coun-
cil on Sexual Minorities.  He 
also served on the PA Coali-
tion of  AIDS Service Organi-
zations and the board of  the 
ACLU’s Greater Pittsburgh 
Chapter.  In 1979, he was the 
first openly gay person to run 
for Allegheny County Com-
missioner. 

Randy Forrester 
(courtesy of Persad Center) 
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1971 - The Pittsburgh Pirates opened with the first all-minority lineup in the Na-
tional League. 
 

1972 - Pittsburgh Action Against Rape, the second rape-
victim advocacy organization in the country, was formed. 
 

1972 - Persad Center, was founded (see sidebar, page 12). 
 

1972 - The Thomas Merton Center was founded (see side-
bar, this page). 
 

1974 - Bernard Kleiman, a labor attorney from Pittsburgh, 
brought the Civil Rights Act to the steel industry when a fed-
eral judge issued a consent decree that established specific 
goals for hiring women and minority workers, as well as pro-
visions for promoting them.  He died on December 13, 2006. 
 

1974 - The Gulf Building in downtown Pittsburgh was shaken by a dynamite explo-
sion, supposedly planted by a caller who identified himself with the Weather Under-
ground.  A separate caller said the blast was devised to bring attention to the com-
pany’s “racist policies” in Angola.  The explosion caused over $1 million in damages, 
but fortunately, no one was hurt. 
 

Mid-1970s - Carol Wharton Titus formed the East End chapter of NOW (National 
Organization of Women).  She was instrumental in making the chapter racially-
integrated, which led to a campaign to integrate the national NOW board.  She died 
on March 27, 2006. 
 

1975 - In February, the NAACP, other minority groups, and the state attorney general 
sued the city, charging race and sex discrimination in police hiring and promotion.  
The city’s Bureau of Fire had faced similar charges in 1972 and 1973, which were 
eventually dismissed.  In 1976, the City Civil Service Committee requested hiring 
equal numbers of Whites and minorities in the Fire Department. 

 

1976 - Gwen Elliott, with 11 other women, become the first female 
police officers in Pittsburgh.  A decade later, she was promoted, to 
become the department’s first Black female commander.  In 2002, 
she founded Gwen’s Girls, the first nonprofit organization in Alle-
gheny County dedicated solely to serving the needs of at-risk girls 
from ages 8 to 18.  She died May 14, 2007. 
 

1976 - North America’s first ever Hindu Temple, Sri Venkates-
wara, was dedicated in Penn Hills. 
 

1976 - In May, demonstrators protested at Rockwell International 
headquarters in Pittsburgh, staging a sit-in to oppose the company’s 

involvement with the B-1 Bomber. 
 

1976 - Assistant District Attorney Jo Ann D’Ariggo was dismissed from the court-
room by Judge Nicholas Papadakos of the Allegheny Court of Common Pleas.  He 
refused to hear her because she was wearing a pant-suit. 
 

1976 - US Steel and Allegheny County sign a $600 million cleanup pact in Decem-
ber.  It called for extensive anti-pollution rehabilitation of the Clairton Coke Works. 
 

1977 - Eleanor Cutri Smeal, from Mount Lebanon, was elected president of the Na-
tional Organization of Women for the first time (serving from 1977-1982, then from 
1985-1987).  While president, she led the effort to include gay rights in their official 
Plan of Action, in addition to organizing the first abortion rights march (over 100,000 
attended).  In 1987, she founded the Feminist Majority Foundation, now publisher of 
Ms. Magazine.  Previously, after graduating from college in 1963, she had worked to 
gain disability benefits for working mothers. 

Thomas Merton  
Center 

(courtesy of Anne E. Lynch) 

Cmdr. Gwen 
Elliott 

(courtesy Gwen’s Girls) 

THOMAS  
MERTON  

CENTER  AND  
MOLLY  RUSH  

Founded by Larry Kessler and 
others in 1972, the TMC 
unites people of  diverse 
faiths, backgrounds, and phi-
losophies to work in the 
struggle to bring about a just 
and peaceful world.  Through 
the years, the TMC has been 
the social justice hub in Pitts-
burgh, serving as home to 
over 25 projects in 2008. 
 

One of  the co-founders, 
Molly Rush, was also one of  
the Plowshares Eight.  On 
September 9, 1980, the Plow-
shares Eight entered the Gen-
eral Electric Nuclear Missile 
Re-Entry Division building in 
King of  Prussia, PA, where 
nose cones for the Mark 12A 
warheads were made.  Their 
demonstration included ham-
mering on two of  the nose 
cones, pouring blood on 
documents, and chanting 
prayers for peace.  They were 
arrested and charged with 
over 10 different felony and 
misdemeanor counts.  After 
ten years of  appeals, they 
were sentenced to time 
served.  This act launched the 
Plowshares Movement, dedi-
cated to “turning swords into 
plowshares” while maintain-
ing complete nonviolence. 
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1978 - The State Supreme Court upheld a Commonwealth Court order, mandating 
Pittsburgh to submit a desegregation plan to the PA Human Relations Commission 
before 1979.  It took until October of 1982 for city schools to agree to the final plan. 
 

1978 - The state legislature approved the death penalty. 
 

1979 - The Port Authority of Allegheny County launched the ACCESS program to 
serve people with disabilities.  It was at the time the most successful paratransit ser-
vice in the country. 
 

1979 - Jean Witter, a South Hills native, wrote the legal opinion for the National 
Organization of Women that became the basis for Congress’ three-year extension of 
the Equal Rights Amendment ratification deadline. 
 

1979 - The Coalition to Counter Hate Groups was founded (see sidebar, this page). 
 

1980 - Pittsburgh activist Molly Rush joins the Plowshares 8 (see sidebar, page 13). 
 

1980 - The POISE Foundation, the first community charity in the state begun and 
administered by Blacks, was founded.  Through collective philanthropy, they em-
power the Black community, and, as of 2008, have provided more than $2.3 million 
to 355 nonprofits in both grants and program support. 
 

1980 - Pittsburgher Bruce Baker developed the semantic compaction language repre-
sentation technique that became known as MINSPEAK, giving a voice to over 65,000 
people with disabilities.  MINSPEAK is a hieroglyphic-like system that, using a small 
symbol set with great flexibility, enables users to communicate quickly and easily. 
 

1980 - Despite a threat of being held in contempt of court, Pittsburgh Action Against 
Rape’s first education coordinator, Anne Pride, refused to turn over client records, 
thus resulting in her being sent to jail.  The State Supreme Court heard her case after a 
series of appeals, with the end result of the State Legislature passing the nation’s first 
law recognizing total confidentiality in communications between rape victims and 
rape crisis counselors. 
 

1982 - A flow of toxic waste halted construction on the Bloomfield Bridge in August. 
 

1983 - The University of Pittsburgh received a huge $4 million grant to apply to the 
national fight against AIDS. 
 

1984 - In Grove City College v. Bell, the US Supreme Court held that Title IX could 
be applied to schools that refused federal funding, as long as a large number of stu-
dents had received federally-funded scholarships.  This ruling came about seven years 
after the Mercer County school refused to sign a Title IX compliance form.  The case 
resulted in the creation of the Civil Rights Restoration Act, also known as the Grove 
City Bill, specifying that recipients of federal funding must comply with civil rights 
laws in all areas, not just the specific program or activity that received federal funds. 
 

1984 - Activist clergy from Denominational Ministry Strategy, now the Confessing 
Synod, took on banks in the region, urging them to do more to help laid-off steel 
workers, and to pump more money into the sagging economy.  Among their tactics 
were putting dead fish in safe deposit boxes, spraying skunk oil in ventilation ducts, 
and disrupting church services attended by bank executives. 
 

1985 - The City of Pittsburgh decided to sever ties with several companies doing 
business in South Africa, in protest of Apartheid.  In 1987, the University of Pitts-
burgh followed suit, divesting its financial interests in any companies that did busi-
ness in South Africa. 
 

1985 - The Pittsburgh International Lesbian and Gay Film Festival opened for its 
first season, making it the second-oldest GLBT film festival in the US. 

P ITTSBURGH  
COALITION  TO  
COUNTER  

HATE  GROUPS  

The Pittsburgh Coalition to 
Counter Hate Groups was 
founded in 1979 as a response 
to recruiting efforts by the Ku 
Klux Klan in the region, as a 
joint project of  the YWCA 
and the National Organiza-
tion for Women.  This organi-
zation aided in the creation of  
several other anti-hate groups, 
including: Committee for Ra-
cial Equality (Washington, PA 
- 1989), Alle-Kiski Commu-
nity Relations Council (1992), 
Monroeville Race Unity Fo-
rum (1995), and the Pitts-
burgh North Anti-Racism 
Coalition (1996).  In 1999, 
they published the Stop the 
Hate Resource Guide. 

An anti-KKK rally, held 
by the Pittsburgh Coalition 
to Counter Hate Groups 
and the Thomas Merton 

Center 
(courtesy of Molly Rush) 
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1985 - Demonstrators gathered on the Bloomfield Bridge 
on July 18, the first anniversary of when shipments of ra-
dioactive waste from Three Mile Island passed through 
Pittsburgh, to protest radiation’s effect on the environment.  
(Cleanup of the site in Dauphin County lasted until 1993.) 
 

1988 - The Pittsburgh punk-rock group Anti-Flag formed.  
They have since toured the world, and are still active in 
2008.  Their fan base was built around leftist anthems such 

as, “Die for Your Government,” “Angry, Young, and Poor,” and newer songs 
“Depleted Uranium is a War Crime,” and “The Modern Rome Burning” (which takes 
on the topic of America’s growing prison population).  Their philosophy, as evi-
denced by their songs, stands for ending militarism, racism, sexism, and homophobia, 
while supporting peace, civil liberties, and animal rights.  They recently started the 
Military Free Zone (www.militaryfreezone.org) to combat the aggressive tactics mili-
tary recruiters use in schools. 
 

1989 - Over 400 pro- and anti-choice protestors clashed at three local clinics in 
February, resulting in 200 arrests. 
 

1989 - Robert Pitts of Wilkinsburg became the first African American to be voted 
into the office of Mayor in all of Southwestern Pennsylvania.  While he was in office, 
he reformed the police department, which was accused of abusing African Americans. 
 

1989 - Three Rivers Community Foundation was founded (see sidebar, this page). 
 

1990 - The City of Pittsburgh gave final approval in January to an ordinance that al-
lowed for recycling newspapers, plastic, glass, and aluminum cans. 
 

1990 - Pittsburgh became one of the first cities to take a 
new route in animal rights activism.  Rather than ban-
ning rodeos from the city, City Council voted to ban cruel 
implements used in rodeos – sharpened spurs, bucking 
straps, electric prods, etc. – and to mandate that a veteri-
narian be on the site of the rodeo at all times.  This has 
effectively kept rodeos out of the city, as none will agree 
to the terms.  The ordinance withstood a challenge in 
2002, when the rodeo industry asked for bucking straps - 
a leather strap tied around an animal’s groin and pulled as 
tightly as possible - to be removed.  Local activists fought 
the industry, and City Council voted overwhelmingly to 
keep the anti-cruelty measures intact. 
 

1993 - The first Pittsburgh Employment Conference for Augmented Communica-
tors was held.  It is the only conference in the world that focuses on employment out-
comes for people who use augmentative communication. 
 

1994 - Just Harvest, a center for action against hunger, released Hometown Hunger, 
a comprehensive, two-year study on childhood hunger in Allegheny County.  Re-
search conducted as part of this study was published in 1998 in the medical journal 
Pediatrics.  The study showed that hungry children are seven times as likely as other 
low-income children to have significant emotional and behavioral problems. 
 

1995 - Jonny Gammage was killed (see sidebar, page 16). 
 

1995 - The Center for Creative Play was founded in Station Square (later moving to 
Swissvale) after a group of five mothers of children with disabilities decided that their 
children needed a place to play with other children.  On hand were an extra wheel-
chair, walker, and crutches for children to try.  The CFCP became a model for inclu-
sive play environments and a national expert on the importance of universally acces-
sible play.  While they closed on March 31, 2008, there is a campaign to re-open. 

THREE  
R IVERS  

COMMUNITY  
FOUNDATION  

In 1989, a group of  Pitts-
burghers gathered to pool 
their money together and 
form a foundation that would 
invest in activist, grassroots 
organizations working to 
bridge divisions in society.  
The Three Rivers Community 
Foundation was born, with its 
focus on providing grants to 
groups that were too new, too 
small, or too controversial to 
get traditional foundation 
support.  To this day, TRCF is 
committed to making small 
grants with big impact, creat-
ing Change, not charity™. 
We are willing to take risks 
with our grantmaking, result-
ing in our grant often being 
the first grant an organization 
receives. 
 

Social change covers a broad 
spectrum.  Most, but certainly 
not all, of  our grants fall into 
the following categories: 
• Disability Rights 
• Economic Justice 
• Environmental Issues 
• Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, 

and Transgender Issues 
• Racial Justice 
• Women, Youth, and Fami-

lies Issues 
 

We invite you to join us! 

Three Mile Island Nu-
clear Generating Station 

A horse, driven mad by a 
bucking strap, crashes 

face-first into the ground 
(courtesy of SHARK) 
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1995 - Prevention Point Pittsburgh was founded when two AIDS activists set up a 
sterile needle program in the city’s Hill District.  Not until the city issued a public 
health emergency with regard to HIV and Hepatitis C (November 2001) did needle 
exchange programs become legal to run in Allegheny County.  On April 7, 2002, PPP 
began operating a legal, officially sanctioned syringe exchange program. 
 

1995 - Vegan Outreach, one of the most effective groups promoting animal rights 
and a plant-based diet, was founded in Pittsburgh by Matt Ball.  Their Adopt-A-
College program, where activists pass out vegetarian literature on campuses, has 
reached over 2.2 million students since 2003, potentially creating over 57,000 vege-
tarians, which will spare the lives of 100 million animals over the next 50 years. 
 

1996 - The FISA Foundation, the largest foundation in the country governed by 
women, was founded. 
 

1997 - The Pittsburgh Coalition to Counter Hate Groups, along with many other or-
ganizations, held a Unity Rally on April 15.  Over 3,000 gathered to counter an an-
nounced Ku Klux Klan/Neo-Nazi rally in front of the Allegheny County Court House. 
 

1997 - City Councilman Sala Udin led the Council in creating an independent civilian 
review board to investigate complaints against city police officers. 
 

1997 - “Pioneer,” a robot created by Carnegie Mellon University’s National Robotics 
Engineering Consortium and Red Zone Robotics, was chosen to clean up the site of 
the world’s worst nuclear accident in Chernobyl, Ukraine. 
 

1998 - In the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections v. Yeskey, the Supreme Court 
ruled that the Americans with Disabilities Act did apply to state prisons.  Yeskey had 
been arrested near Mt. Pleasant, and was denied entrance into the boot camp program, 
which was aimed at first-time offenders and which could have shortened his prison 
sentence, due to his perceived disability of hypertension. 
 

1999 - Pittsburgh’s first Summit Against Racism was held.  It was organized by the 
Black and White Reunion, an organization that grew out of the struggle for justice in 
the Jonny Gammage case (see sidebar, this page).  The Reunion is dedicated, “to 
eliminate racism and become allies in the struggle for human equality.”  Their annual 
summit has grown to be the largest anti-racism gathering in the Pittsburgh area. 
 

1999 - The Bost Building in Homestead was recognized as a National Landmark, in 
honor of it serving as the headquarters for the steelworkers during the Homestead 
Steel Strike in 1892. 
 

1999 - Ground was broken for “Freedom Corner” at the in-
tersection of Centre Avenue and Crawford Street in the Hill 
District.  This site is where several freedom marches began 
during the Civil Rights movement in the 1960s.  The Freedom 
Corner Memorial was officially dedicated on April 23, 2001. 
 

1999 - Rainbow Rising was formed at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Smithton, Westmoreland County.  Despite 
concerns about the active KKK in the region, this organization has grown and thrived, 
providing a supportive, safe, and welcoming meeting place for GLBT individuals and 
their allies. 
 

2000 - Kyle Glozier, a 14-year-old Greene County resident with cerebral palsy, 
spoke at the Democratic National Convention about disability rights.  Earlier in his 
activist career, he threatened a protest at his school because the stadium bleachers 
were not wheelchair accessible. 
 

2000 - Sam and Barbara Hays published Environmental Politics in the United 
States Since 1945.  In his four decades working at the University of Pittsburgh, Sam, 
a historian, worked tirelessly on efforts to raise environmental consciousness. 

JONNY  
GAMMAGE  

On October 
12, 1995, 
Jonny Gam-
mage, an Af-
rican Ameri-
can man, 
was killed 
while in po-

lice custody, after being bru-
tally beaten and crushed by 
five officers.  Gammage had 
been driving a Jaguar owned 
by his cousin, Ray Seals of  the 
Pittsburgh Steelers, through 
the White neighborhood of  
Brentwood, and was pulled 
over for supposedly driving 
erratically.  The coroner’s jury 
recommended all five officers 
to be charged with homicide, 
however, only three wound up 
on trial, facing the lesser 
charge of  manslaughter. 
 
In 1998, District Attorney 
Stephen A. Zappala, Jr. 
brought the case to a close by 
deciding not to appeal a 
judge’s decision that dismissed 
involuntary manslaughter 
charges against the officers. 
 
The Black and White Reun-
ion, an organization dedicated 
to bridging the gaps between 
races, was formed in 1996, 
due to this unfortunate case. 

Jonny Gammage 

Freedom Corner 
(courtesy of Anne E. Lynch) 
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2001 - Pittsburgh native Evan Wolfson formed Freedom to Marry, a coalition organi-
zation fighting for marriage equality in the United States.  In 2004, his book, Why 
Marriage Matters: America, Equality, and Gay People’s Right to Marry, was pub-
lished.  Also in 2004, he was named “One of the 100 most influential people in the 
world” by Time Magazine. 
 

2001 - The Somerset Wind Farm, the largest wind-generated electricity facility in 
the eastern US, opened. 
 

2001 - PNC Park, widely recognized as the most accessible Major League sporting 
facility in the country, opened. 
 

2002 - Peter Cody Hunt was awarded an American Association of People with Dis-
abilities Leadership Award for his work in Pittsburgh on raising awareness of dis-
abilities in the city’s Asian communities. 
 

2003 - The David L. Lawrence Convention Center was certified as the world’s first 
and largest “green” convention center. 
 

2003 - Deborah J. Aaron, a University of Pittsburgh professor in the Graduate 
School of Public Health, along with Sandra Quinn, released the first comprehensive 
survey of GLBT people in Allegheny County.  The study showed that in areas rang-
ing from family life, to spirituality, to health care, that population’s needs were going 
unmet.  An associate professor of health and physical activity, her main focus of 
study was on health disparities between lesbians and non-lesbians.  She died on April 
23, 2008. 
 

2004 - The University of Pittsburgh voted to offer health benefits to domestic part-
ners of both gay and heterosexual employees, to start in January 2005. 
 

2004 - New Voices Pittsburgh: Women of Color for Reproductive Justice formed.  
NVP is only human rights and social justice activist organization for, led by, and 
about women of color in the greater Pittsburgh area. 
 

2005 - The Rev. Dr. Janet Edwards officiated over a wedding ceremony for two 
women.  Edwards is a Presbyterian minister who is wholly dedicated to ensuring full 
recognition of gays and lesbians within the Pittsburgh Presbytery.  An official com-
plaint was lodged by a church member, and the Presbyterian Church subsequently 
charged her with breaking church law in 2006.  Charges were dismissed on a techni-
cality – they were filed after the statute of limitations expired.  In 2008, she has again 
been brought up on the same charges, and again charges were dismissed. 
 

2005 - The Allegheny Girls as Grantmakers program launched a Girlcott against 
Abercrombie & Fitch (see sidebar, this page). 

 
2005 - Wyona Coleman, a leader of the PA Chapter of the 
Sierra Club, died.  She was from California, PA, and in the 
1980s, she established the Sierra Club as a lobbying presence 
in Harrisburg.  She was a founding member of the Tri-State 
Citizens Mining Network, dedicated to informing and educat-
ing the public about the effects of mining on the environment 
and on the communities in the coalfields.  She was instrumen-
tal in getting the federal Surface Mining Control and Recla-
mation Act passed, even attending the White House Rose Gar-
den ceremony when Jimmy Carter signed it into law on Au-
gust 3, 1977. 
 
2006 - The ACLU and the Thomas Merton Center confirmed 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was conducting 
investigations on the TMC based only on their anti-war views. 

G IRLCOTT  OF  
A&F 

In October 2005, the Alle-
gheny County Girls as Grant-
makers program launched a 
“girlcott” of  Abercrombie & 
Fitch after the clothing com-
pany started selling shirts with 
slogans such as, “Who needs 
brains when you’ve got 
these?” printed across the 
chest of  shirts geared towards 
girls and young women.  
Their protest resulted in na-
tional media attention, includ-
ing television appearances on 
NBC’s Today, Fox’s Hannity & 
Colmes, and CNN.  A week 
later, after receiving increasing 
national pressure, A&F 
dropped the shirts.  Co-
chairwoman of  Girls as 
Grantmakers, Emma Black-
man-Mathis, said, “I think it’s 
really amazing that a group of  
20 girls between the ages of  
13 and 16 can start and end 
this kind of  movement in less 
than a week.” 

Allegheny County Girls as Grantmakers 
(courtesy the Women and Girls Foundation of Southwestern PA) 

Wyona Coleman, 
delivering petitions to 
have James Watt re-
moved as Secretary of 
the Interior (1980s) 

(courtesy of Phil Coleman) 
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2007 - Two Pittsburgh lawyers with backgrounds in mediation skills formed Media-
tors Beyond Borders to promote peace and reconciliation.  Its first international pro-
ject targeted the Buduburam refugee camp in West Africa, home to over 40,000 refu-
gees, including several hundred former child soldiers.  They used role-playing and 
small-group practice sessions to show the refugees how to handle disputes.  In 2008, 
they began to develop a project at Arsenal Middle School in Lawrenceville, aiming to 
prevent ethnic violence. 
 

2007 - The city’s first Black Male Solidarity Day was held in June, with the intent of 
halting community violence, uniting black men to bring positive change, and use 
unity as a force for economic and social development.  Attended by 400, the march 
from downtown to Freedom Corner ended with a rally focused on voter registration, 
the need to confront negative media, and pushing for equity in construction contracts. 
 

2007 - Khadra Mohammed of the Pittsburgh Refugee Center and Karen Lynn Wil-
liams, a children’s book author from Squirrel Hill, created the book Four Feet, Two 
Sandals, about two Afghani girls who meet at a refugee camp and share one pair of 
sandals.  The idea came about while Mohammed was reading to a group of refugee 
children, who asked her, “Are there any stories for children like us?  You know, kids 
who had to leave their homes.” 
 

2007 - Nooses and other racial threats showed up in several workplaces in Pittsburgh. 
 

2008 - In March, Fox Chapel students began working towards extending voter regis-
tration in primaries to 17-year-olds who will turn 18 before the general election. 
 

2008 - In April, the state Senate proposed an amendment to the state constitution to 
prohibit same-sex marriages and civil unions.  The measure was tabled indefinitely 
in May, and failed to be brought back by the end of session, thus ending the attempt.  
 

2008 - In May, two scientists at Carnegie Mellon University analyzed the environ-
mental toll of food production, finding that red meat and dairy production spewed 
out far more greenhouse gases than other foods.  Their finds showed that switching 
from red meat to a vegetarian meal just one day a week every week would be equiva-
lent to saving 1,860 kilometers of driving. 
 

2008 - Pittsburgh City Council passed a measure in June allowing unmarried cou-
ples, gay or straight, who are older than 18, not blood relatives, and who have been 
together at least a year, to register as official partners, thus earning them the same 
benefits that married couples would be entitled to. 
 

2008 - In July, a city-wide Peace Rally was organized 
by the MGR Foundation.  Over 200 youth attended, 
calling for peace in the streets.  The students worked 
with artists in varying media, to express their thoughts, 
feelings, and visions about violence, encouraging them 
to be activists for change and agents for peace. 
 

2008 - University of Pittsburgh professor Jen Saffron, 
with her students, produced the film “Democracy: A Steady, Loving Confrontation,” 
one of only 10 films shown during the Cinemocracy Film Festival as part of the De-
mocratic National Convention in August.  The film consisted of the students traveling 
to Georgia and Alabama, interviewing civil rights activists from the mid-1900s. 
 

2008 - In September, the University of Pittsburgh expanded its anti-discrimination 
policy to include gender identity and expression.  The policy now covers “anyone 
whose gender identity does not match their assigned sex at birth,” including those 
who have either undergone or are in the process of having a sex change operation. 
 

2008 - Ahead of the Presidential election, voter registration groups in Allegheny 
County helped the State tally a record number of registered voters - over 8.7 million. 

* ACLU of Greater Pittsburgh 
* ADAPT and AAPD (American Associa-
tion of People with Disabilities) 
* Alle-Kiski Valley (www.akvalley.com) 
* Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh - online, 
and their PA History Department 
* City of Pittsburgh Website 
* CivilWarWomen.blogspot.com 
* County of Allegheny Website 
* Culture and Animals Foundation 
* http://digital.library.pitt.edu/pittsburgh 
* DisabilityHistory.org 
* FISA Foundation 
* Fort Pitt Museum: PA Trail & History 
Guide (David Dixon, 2004) 
* Grantees of TRCF 
* Hammer of Justice: Molly Rush and the 
Plowshares 8 (L. E. Norman, 1989) 
* HistoryIsAWeapon.org (Howard Zinn) 
* Images of America: Pittsburgh’s Immi-
grants (Lisa A. Alzo, 2006) 
* Jewish Healthcare Foundation 
* A Legacy in Bricks and Mortar (FE 
Bolden, LA Glasco & ES Brown, 1995) 
* Library of Congress (images) 
* Charles McCollester (Monthly Review, 
vol. 57, #7; Fighter with a Heart: Writings 
of Charles Owen Rice [1996]) 
* Meadowcroft Rockshelter and Museum 
of Rural Life 
* National Women’s History Museum and 
the National Women’s Hall of Fame 
* The New Pittsburgh Courier 
* NewScientist.com news service 
* PA Center for the Study of Labor Rela-
tions at Indiana University of PA 
* PA Labor History Society 
* PA National Organization for Women 
and the Feminist Majority Foundation 
* Penn Future and the Sierra Club 
* Pittsburgh City Paper 
* Pittsburgh Magazine (250th issue) 
* Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
* Pittsburgh Tribune Review and the Val-
ley News Dispatch 
* The River Ran Red (D. Demarest, 1992) 
* Showing Animals Respect & Kindness 
* Hal Smith 
* State of Pennsylvania Website 
* Time Magazine 
* VeganOutreach.org 
* VisitPittsburgh.com 
* Wabash College (“Voices Raised,” Steve 
Charles, March 30, 2004) 
* Washington County Historical Society 
* Wikipedia 
* WQED Multimedia (“Pittsburghers of the 
Century”) 

RESOURCES  

Youth Peace Rally 
(courtesy of Anne E. Lynch) 




